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three or four periods of foreign domination occurred, and of these the
Khitan only affected the extreme north-east. Around 1127 the Kin
tribes from Manchuria conquered China as far as the Hoang Ho, though
the Chinese dynasty of Sung ruled south of that river. Jciighi/ Khan,
the great Mongol conqueror, aided the Sung against the Kin, and by
1232 the power of the latter had vanished. However, the natural
result of this alliance was that the Mongols refused to withdraw, and
around 1252 Kublai Khan conquered the whole of China for himself.
This great dynasty of Mongols only lasted a century; and in 1355 a
Chinese peasant led a successful revolt against the Mongols. About
1644 the Manchus (an Alpine race) invaded China from the north-
east, and within a generation had conquered the whole country from
north to south. This dynasty lasted till the declaration of the Republic
in 1911,
Thus except for about 500 years the Chinese have had rulers of
their own culture folk; and these often carried the Chinese rule
as far as the confines of Tibet and even west of the Tarim to Kashgar
(Fig. 28). Perhaps in large measure due to the more open character of
China to the north, there was a much greater "Alpini/ation" of the
aborigines than we saw in India. As in the latter country there can
be no doubt that the key to the history is the "outward expansion of
the Alpines" This great experiment, lasting over 2,000 years, would
seem to show that there is some inherent advantage in favour of the
brakeph Alpines over the marginal Mediterraneans, Nordics, and more
primitive races.